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TG R The Critical Role of Morning Reports in Nursing Education

Dear Editor

linical education is the first source of learn-

ing and creates the professional identity of

medical students. It is the most important

part of nursing education [1]. Clinical educa-

tion in therapeutic settings is provided in dif-
ferent forms, such as holding morning report sessions,
rounds/grand rounds, journal club, and clinical train-
ing [2]. Nursing education is provided through nursing
rounds, bedside education, nursing duties, nursing care
conferences, nursing team conferences, individual con-
ferences, field visits and the registration process [3].
Evidence-based clinical education for medical students
by strengthening their problem-solving skills, active par-
ticipation in the learning process and facing the real sit-
uation, and using documented and comprehensive re-
sources leads to deeper learning. This method can also
improve the decision-making skills of medical students
[4]. Among the various methods of clinical education,
morning report (MR), which is a basic educational con-
ference, is the most effective and widely used method
for improving the quality of medical education in the
world [5, 6]. The results of studies have shown that,
among the teaching methods, the highest satisfaction
of students was with the MR [7].
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Because of the needs of life in today’s fast-changing
world, there is a need for educational innovations, espe-
cially in universities and higher education institutions,
including nursing schools. The results of a review study
in Iran showed that the clinical education of nursing
students faces many challenges that lead to the non-
achievement of the necessary competency [8]. The chal-
lenges include the lack of suitable educational space in
the hospital and the disparity between the number of
nursing students and patients. Moreover, there are seri-
ous inadequacies in the process of clinical education. In
other words, there is a gap between theory and prac-
tice, and the existing educational programs for creating
the necessary abilities in nurses during education have
not been effective, which can have adverse effects on
achieving the goals of the nursing profession. Nurses
constitute the largest part of the health system and can
have a direct impact on the health of society [8-10].

In the MR session, patient introduction sessions can
range from a short discussion about each patient admit-
ted the previous night to a complete introduction of a
newly admitted hospitalized patient with unusual and
considerable conditions. These reports have a great
role in clinical centers and are used to evaluate clinical
services and improve quality [11]. The MR can pave the
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way for the development of clinical reasoning in medi-
cal students. The results of a study in Iran showed that,
from the internal department assistants’ point of view,
the MR has much more educational value than other
teaching activities, including the conference [12]. The
content of the MR program includes teaching the prin-
ciples of patient care based on history, transferring edu-
cational experiences, presenting diagnostic and treat-
ment algorithms, monitoring patient care, improving
presentation skills, increasing self-confidence, interac-
tion between nursing students and faculty members,
teaching pharmaceutical forms, correct prescribing and
reporting of adverse events such as drug side effects,
practical training in medical ethics, training in critical
thinking, problem solving and clinical decision-making
skills, evidence-based medical training, medical er-
ror detection and management, promotion of correct
training in documentation of medical records, review
of non-medical issues such as social, cultural and eth-
nical interactions, strengthening clinical reasoning, and
obtaining a comprehensive view of current activities
in the relevant clinical department [13-15]. In general,
reference books and consultation with experts are the
sources of knowledge for nursing students, but they do
not meet their educational needs due to their lower age
and the possibility of errors [4]. Nursing education re-
quires a review of clinical appraisal tools and processes.
For clinical education, evidence-based MR can be an
effective method for the educational planning of nurs-
ing students. Concerning the existing gap, integrating
evidence-based MR in the curriculum of final-year not
only for nursing students but also for midwifery student
in Iran is recommended.
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